Metallic microparticles in the needle-through-needle technique
To the Editor: Eldor attempted to lay the blame for two cases of aseptic meningitis following regional anaesthesia on metal particles that formed because of the needlethrough-needle combined spinal-epidural technique) He quoted our investigation of the formation of metallic particles when we passed pencil-point needles over the curved orifice of Tuohy or Hustead epidural needles 2 to support his argument. In fact, we found similar notching at the tip of epidural needles that Eldor reported in his original letter: However, he neglected to state that we did not find metal particles after needle-through-needle passage that he espouses to explain this notching defect. Our report and that of another ~ contradict his contentions.
Until Eldor can provide substantial evidence for the existence of microparticles, beyond the ones we found on every freshly opened, unused Tuohy needle inspected in our study, he should not be given an unrefereed forum to express unsupported claims. 
